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Governor Catts’ Delusions 


A Correspondence Between a New York Lawyer and the 
Chief Executive of Florida Regarding 
Catholicism in America. 


CoNVENT INSPECTION AND CATHOLIC ALLEGIANCE. 


120 Broadway, New York City, 
January 29, 1917. 
Hon. Siwney J. Carrs, 
Governor of Florida, 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Your Excellency and dear Sir:— 

Enjoying in common with you and all citizens of the 
United States the same sacred blessings of life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness under the same Constitu- 
tion, I feel constrained in all kindliness to write you from 
*way up here in the snowy streets of New York about 
your public utterances recently which, I fear, indicate 
that you are being deluded. They will be offensive to 
every Catholic in America if they are not based upon 
certain knowledge, and I, for one, should impeach your 
good faith and title to the incidents of citizenship, to say 
nothing of your office as Governor of the great State of 
Florida. You and I honor the same flag, revere the same 
institutions, and are commonly indebted to the protection 
of the same Constitution. So, I respectfully request a 
fair consideration of these lines and a straightforward 
reply. If I may seem too frank, let me assure you that 
the intensity of my interest in your alleged public utter- 
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ances, and not a mere querulousness, accounts for it. I 
often wonder how men come to say things like those put 
into your mouth and whether they use in reference to 
them the same prudence and good-sense which they do in 
the ordinary business of life. So, I approach you with 
a good-will seeking merely to learn upon what evidence 
you would justify the statements I shall refer to. 

I am a Roman Catholic, and an Attorney at the Bar of 
New York State and the local Federal courts. I have 
read press reports of your campaign for the governor- 
ship on a platform calling for State inspection of Roman 
Catholic convents. I understand you are or were a 
Protestant minister—a Baptist. You are reported to 
have been introduced to an audience at Cable Hall, Birm- 
ingham, Ala., lately by a Dr. Dozier who found it re- 
levant to say: “I had rather have a rattlesnake turned 
loose in our public schools than to have a Jesuit there to 
poison our American children’s minds,” and though a 
public officer you took no exception to such a statement 
but thereupon launched into an “attack” on “the Catholic 
political hierarchy.” I have heard that your utterances 
were bitter and passionate, charging the same forces with 
“throttling freedom of speech and press and seeking to 
gain control of our governmental departments,” making 
them “responsible for the savagery of European coun- 
tries today.” 

Further, I am told you have studiously avoided dis- 
pensing any patronage to any one who might be a Cath- 
olic because, forsooth, he must needs owe allegiance to 
some foreign power. If I am wrong in assuming such 
information to be substantially authentic, I should be 
glad to know it and to make efforts to correct it. If it 
be correct, I hope you will do me the compliment of ex- 
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pressing courageously what you know; for we are 
reasonable folk, even though Catholic. We Catholics are 
so differently regarded in the North that conditions re- 
ported from your parts astound us and make us think 
that they are the manifestations of malice and ignorance. 
We Catholics, as such, have no apology for our existence 
and we challenge any denomination to demonstrate a 
greater tolerance than we show. When we hear of such 

public utterances by public officers, we wonder if they 
would interpret the freedom of religion guaranteed by 
the Constitution as freedom of religion for Baptists or 
Methodists or other Protestants only, and not for Cath- 
olics, too. To be honest then they should have the 
Constitution amended accordingly. 

You are said to have made a campaign upon the issue 
(?) of a need for inspection of convents. May I make 
bold to ask what evidence was adduced to warrant the 
inferential indictment that they needed inspection? I 
understand that poor benighted Georgia was scared by 
some similar bogey about convents and passed an act 
compelling such inspection upon the theory that the nuns 
were detained therein through some unlawful restraint 
or duress or fear and would welcome the liberation that 
the State could give them. And I understand that the 
first case of investigation by a Georgia Grand Jury made 
the State appear ridiculous, for it was disclosed that the 
nuns were not incarcerated, but were free agents, happy, 
content, and eager to continue in what they regard as a 
life of sacrifice, virtue, and piety for the greater glory 

} of God and the good of their own souls whilst also bring- 
ing infinite joys and salvation to the sick hearts and souls 
to whom they in all gentleness and charity minister. 

| Such a law as Georgia’s tends to incite my resentment, 


; 
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for I know how in my own family my sister after ten 
years of life in the world, having graduated from college 
and enjoyed all that a happy home, good fortune, pros- 
perity, and bountiful parents could give her in society, 
in philanthropy, in traveling over the land, in all that 
appeals to a young girl’s heart and fancy, went neverthe- 
less enthusiastically to give her life to a community of 
nuns, thus sacrificing cheerfully all that she could have 
had in worldly pleasures and possessions for a life of 
teaching, love of God and the neighbor, love of country, 
love of the United States’ flag and its institutions, love of 
living and dying with a clean conscience, whilst she her- 
self is as virtuous in thought, word, and deed as she was 
at Baptism. She is bright and cheery the whole day 
through, enjoys a calm of spirit that profane minds can- 
not comprehend, and glories in the prospect of such a 
life until death with the hope of infinite and eternal joy 
thereafter. Generally, it is so with all nuns and all con- 
vents. I have seen these things with my own eyes. I 
studied at a convent in my early boyhood. I am sending 
my own children to a convent now and, oh, it is so sad 
to hear of men in Georgia and Florida and elsewhere so 
beguiled as to say the convents should be inspected when 
we know what convents are, what they represent, and 
what a support they are to the righteous, strong arm of 
the Government. We pause to learn what concrete con- 
ditions in Florida and Georgia make convents there, 
where some of our own girls are, so different from what 
ordinarily we know them to be. What are they, your Ex- 
cellency, for you have accused them of horrible things— 
by innuendo at least—and have climbed to a lofty station 
on the presumed accuracy of your indictment? 

Now, you have preferred the same kind of charge 
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against the Jesuits, and I might say of them what I say 
of the more gentle nuns. For, I know dozens of them, 
I studied under them for six years at least, and I meet 
them occasionally, and hear them in familiar talk and in 
formal preachments. I know some of them even in 
Georgia and Alabama. They are American boys just as 
you and I and they love the flag none the less. It seems 
wanton to lay up to them in wholesale fashion a charge 
that they would poison youths’ minds, unless there be 
evidence of individuals in wholesale numbers among the 
Jesuits, and evidence of what in fact they are doing can 
be had as freely as you breathe the air. 

“The Catholic political hierarchy!” There is none. 
If there is one, then where is it? Let me refer your Ex- 
cellency to Cardinal O’Connell’s speech delivered in New 
York on Aug. 20, 1916, and reprinted in the Congres- 
sional Record of Sept. 13, 1916. I earnestly entreat you 
to read it. 

You say this same hierarchy is “responsible for the 
savagery of European countries today.” Does the action 
of the Pope, universally recognized as a leader in the 
peace movement, indicate any such thing? May not the 
savagery be due to a commercialism which has ignored 
the commands not to steal, not to kill, not to commit 
adultery, not to worship false gods, etc? Assume, Gov- 
ernor, that these Commandments, which are taught more 
uncompromisingly by our Church than by any body, are 
forgotten, is it not then natural for men to yield to savage 
impulses and practices? 

Just one thing more. Catholics, you say, owe a foreign 
allegiance. Did you ever see any evidence of such alle- 
giance or of a tendency thereto, and where and by whom? 
It is quite probable that there are more Catholics in the 
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National Guard of New York than there are of all de- 
nominations, including heathens, in the Florida National 
Guard, and yet who ever heard among them or elsewhere 
of a whisper or act to replace the President and Con- 
gress and the States with anything foreign? Can you see 
a distinction in the duality of duty of allegiance to the 
State in its claims upon one’s loyalty in affairs related 
to the common good, and to the Church in its spiritual 
influence? You must know of the distinction Christ 
pointed out centuries ago when He said “Render to 
Cesar the things that are Cesar’s; and to God, the 
things that are God’s’”? When the Pope and his forces 
seek to supplant our institutions here in America, you 
can count on us to join in the opposition to it. That day 
will come when the winsome moon turns into green 
cheese. 

Please think over these things deep down in your 
heart. I invite your scrutiny of the Church’s history and 
the things you have condemned without knowledge. As 
a minister of the Gospel you must have studied and 
preached the love of truth and decried the sin of slander, 
which in the guilt of the Governor of a great American 
commonwealth may have done an irreparable wrong and 
an egregious injustice to a substantial portion of his 
constituency. What of his oath of office to administer 
the laws fairly? What about an apology to every Cath- 
olic in the land? What about an ill-gotten title to office? 
What about restitution and reparation? 

Assuming again that the words and animus above 
stated to have been correctly reported, I feel sorry for 
you because you are now what you are, and I pray God 
te give you a ray of His light to learn about these 
matters and the courage to be a man in the duty that 
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confronts you. If I can serve you by pointing out where 
you can find information to solve any doubt you may 
have about things Catholic, I am at your service. The 
Church is many centuries old and you must admit there 
must be something good about it since it has endured 
all that time, even with the defects that appeared in some 
of its agents from time to time. 
Yours very truly, 
Francis J. SuLLIvAN. 








Tue GoverRNor’s Firm CoNvVICTIONS 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
Tallahassee 
Sipney J. Catts 
Governor 
J. V. Burke 
Secretary 
February Ist, 1917. 
Mr. Francis J. SULLIVAN, 
New York, N. Y. 
Dear sir: 

Your lengthy letter of recent date to hand in which 
you talk over many things about which we do not agree. 
I am sorry that we have a different view point but I 
cannot help it and I am as firm in my convictions as you 
are in yours and if you are right then we are wrong and 
if we are right then you are wrong. 

With best wishes, I am. 

Yours very truly, 
Swney J. Carts, 
C—D. Governor. 
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Mr. SuLtivan’s Patient HuNGER For LIGHT. 


February 6, 1917. 
Hon. Sipney J. Carts, 
Executive Chamber, 
Tallahassee, Florida. 
Your Excellency and dear Sir: 

I regret that since you were good enough to acknowl- 
edge my recent letter that you did not answer it by stating 
facts giving names, dates, and places of acts that consti- 
tute the un-American offenses that are the basis of the 
charges you have made and to which I have hitherto 
referred. I should not let your charges rest unsupported 
in the unsatisfactory way your reply would leave them 
without begging you to honor my request for a state- 
ment of facts in, say, three specific cases of the matters 
alluded to by me. To paraphrase the President’s recent 
utterance, I cannot bring myself to believe that the Gov- 
ernor of an American commonwealth will indeed pay no 
regard to his oath-bound duty to administer his office 
fairly and justly for all regardless of creed, and honestly 
to get information, by dint of sincere study, regarding 
the ruthless plan he has announced his intention of adopt- 
ing. Only actual overt acts on his part can make me 
believe it even now. 

You, Sir, have not met the point of my recent letter 
and I shall still hope that Florida’s first citizen will 
justify his public speech by a courageous reference to 
the evidence he has been urged to give. And apropos 
of one of your charges I enclose a quotation culled from 
the address I referred to: you will find it in the Con- 
gressional Record of Sept. 6, 1916, at page 16357. The 
question I put is not of the “firmness” of our respective 
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convictions: that is conceded, But the question is, what 


are the facts? Reciprocating your good wishes, Sir, 
I am, 


Yours very truly, 
Francis J. SULLIVAN 


(Enclosure.) Extract from address of Cardinal O’Con- 
nell, of Boston, at New York City on Aug. 20, 1916, 
reprinted in the Congressional Record, Sixty-fourth 
Congress, First Session, Sept. 6, 1916, at p. 16357: 


We ask no favor. Your protection of our liberty is no favor— 
it is a part of this dual contract between our country and our- 
selves. We pledge ourselves to keep our part—see to it that you 
keep yours as sacredly. We have a right, an unquestionable 
right, to legitimate representation in all affairs of the country. 
If you discriminate against us you are not keeping your contract; 
we are not getting true liberty. 

If because a citizen is a Catholic a thousand plausible pretexts 
are set out to discard him and discredit him in your cabinets and 
in your courts, you are not keeping your contract; this is not 
liberty. If you stand by inactive while under your very eyes— 
yes; through your very mails which we pay for—we are insulted, 
scurrilously maligned and openly vilified, in filthy journals and 
nasty, indecent literature, unfit to be printed or read, spread 
broadcast that dupes and bigots may be poisoned against us, so 
that we may be robbed even of our public rights, then you are 
not keeping your contract; this is not liberty. 

You are only wounding the hand, the strongest hand held out 
to help you; you are spurning the aid of those who again you 
have found in your hour of direst need the most willing to die 
for you. 

Oh, yes; we know very well the whole litany of accusation 
against us. We give only a divided allegiance. We are scheming 
for government. These are all lies so patent that they need no 
answer. Indeed those who fling them out will never listen to any 
answer. But I am going to answer them once and forever here 
tonight. 
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As a cardinal I may be supposed to know what I am saying 
on this subject. And on my word as a gentleman of honor I am 
speaking the simple, absolute truth. 

I have known intimately, personally, and officially three 
Sovereign Pontiffs—three Popes of the Catholic Church. I 
am a priest now thirty-two years; I am a bishop fifteen years, 
and a cardinal five years. I have had the closest relations with 
not only the Pope but the whole Roman Curia. I know well 
every priest in my diocese and every bishop in this country. Yet 
never, never in all that experience have I ever heard spoken, 
lisped, or whispered, or even hinted by any or all of these any- 
thing concerning America or American institutions but words of 
affection, of tender and kindliest solicitude for her welfare; 
never a syllable that could not be printed in the boldest type and 
distributed throughout the land; neither plot nor scheme nor 
plan; but only sentiments of admiration and love. If there is 
plotting I ought to know it. Yet absolutely and honestly of such 
things I have never heard even a whisper. 

This is my answer to all those insinuations. That I know the 
truth, I think, no one will deny; that after such a pledge I am 
still concealing the truth, that I must leave to those who, I repeat, 
will never listen to my answer. 


Tue GovERNOoR’s PROFESSION OF FAITH. 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 


Tallahassee 
SiwneEy J. Catts 
Governor 
Mr. FRANK J. SULLIVAN, J. V. Burke 
New York, N. Y. Secretary 


Dear Sir:— 
Your letter of recent date to hand together with an 
abstract from the speech of Cardinal O’Connell of Bos- 
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ton in which you make several unjust accusations against 
my position. If your Roman Catholic Church is right 
then we are wrong. There are some things that we as 
Americans will not tolerate from your Hierarchy or 
anybody else under the blue canopy of Heaven. One of 
them is that you put your flag above the American flag, 
another is that you hold your allegiance to the Pope 
above the allegiance to the President, another is your 
oath bound Jesuitical Society known as the Knights of 
Columbus, which society is so secret that no man outside 
of those who are members know anything about it except 
what we have gotten by such men as Tom Watson and 
the Menace, this society is also secret and possesses 
stores of ammunition and fire arms. Do we need any- 
thing like this in a free country? I say, “No”. Again by 
the Ne temere decree of Leo 13th, no marriage is valid 
unless that marriage is solemnized by a Popish Priest, 
making many of our American men and women who are 
married by Protestants or the civil law to live in concu- 
binage and their children to be illegitimate. Do you sup- 
pose that we red blooded Americans will stand for any- 
thing like this? No, I for one will be like the Emperor 
of Germany who made the Pope relieve Germany of this 
decree. Again I state that we allow your Priests to come 
into our pulpits and officiate there and yet you will not 
allow any Protestant preacher to come into your Cathe- 
drals or Catholic Churches and preach or administer any 
sacred rights [sic]. The question my friend has come 
down to this. Either the Catholics are right or the Prot- 
estants are right and there is going to be war to the hilt 
and your gratuitous insults to the Governor of Florida 
are not appreciated by me at all and unless you desire 
to meet us on a ground of fairness you can save your 
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postage stamps so far as I am concerned in the future 
for I have taken a position from which I will never 
recede until America is free. 
With best wishes, I am 
Yours very truly, 
Siwney J. Catts, 


Governor. 
SJC/BG 





Tue Lawyer Strives TO ENLIGHTEN THE GOVERNOR. 


February 15, 1917. 
Hon. Sipney J. Carts, 
Governor of Florida, 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Your Excellency and dear Sir:— 

I thank you for yours of the 9th inst. Its litany of 
accusations amazes me, and on account of it you will 
surely indulge me another link in our interesting corres- 
pondence. I could scarcely be expected to pass it un- 
noticed. I had supposed, Sir, that no intelligent man— 
much less the Chief Executive of a State—would utter 
such nonsense seriously. Such statements are much like 
nursery rhymes our children learn in early life and have 
a similar value. I should have been enraged if I antici- 
pated such an answer as yours, which is no answer at all: 
but, on the contrary, I now find myself disposed rather 
to be a friend in need and offer you the hand of a good 
Samaritan who finds you, though in high station, far 
from the paths of light and lost in the darkness of mis- 
information. I set out in this correspondence not to run 
the gamut of a religious controversy, but to ascertain 
wherein you as a Chief Executive had found such actual 
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conditions in your investigations of places and things as 
justified your denunciations of convent life and institu- 
tions and your proposal of a law to meet the situation for 
the welfare of the State immediately, and mediately for 
the security and happiness of the nation, It is this latter, 
as I stated in the beginning, which prompted me as an 
interested citizen to make inquiries: and though I have 
twice written you to request some data relative to the 
occasion for such a convent law, you have been pro- 
foundly silent on that, though good enough to write me 
otherwise. Shall I say to interested parties here and 
elsewhere that the answer of the Governor of Florida 
to my questions in this matter is that the Governor has 
no evidence, can name no reprehensible nuns, no convents, 
no conditions that warrant him as a responsible public 
servant in promoting the enactment of a convent-inspec- 
tion law? I ask you again, Sir,—and after this I'll bother 
you no more—is there any evidence that you have that 
has demonstrated the need of convent inspection accord- 
ing to law? Let me add in passing that I enclose here- 
with a news report of the collapse of the Georgia law 
under which several grand juries to their own shame and 
chagrin found nothing but peace and contentment in the 
convents they visited. 

Since you have perfervidly slurred the integrity of a 
Catholic’s citizenship, let me reply very briefly only in 
each subject to which you have referred. 

No good Catholic “puts his flag above the American 
flag” nor does he hold his “allegiance to the Pope above 
the allegiance to the President,” any more than any per- 
son puts loyalty to his family above loyalty to his coun- 
try. Both charges have no basis in fact. 

As to the Knights of Columbus, you dub them a 
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“Jesuitical Society”—whatever that may be. The Jesuits 
as such have no more to do with that Order than any 
other group of Catholics by whatsoever name known. 
And who ever heard of anything that Tom Watson or the 
Menace ever got out of the said Knights except fairy- 
tales, and such like without a basis in fact. And by-the- 
bye I have heard that your friend Tom Watson has him- 
self patronized the very sort of convents you spoke about. 
Tell me, do you honestly believe the Knights of Columbus 
have “stores of ammunition and fire-arms” and that they 
can safely hide them from both State and Federal 
authorities? 

The Ne Temere decree was not issued by Leo XIII 
but by Pius X. You evidently misunderstand its provi- 
sions, too. It amended the Church’s law relating to clan- 
destine marriages and incidental questions. It “enacts 
that a marriage of Catholics is licit and valid only if 
contracted in the presence of the Ordinary (a bishop), or 
the parish (not popish) priest, or a priest delegated by 
either, and at least two witnesses”. It also provides for 
revalidation, and, in places where a priest cannot be had, 
for a valid marriage before only two witnesses. The ex- 
ception in favor of Germany obtains also in relation to 
Hungary, Croatia, Slavonia, inhabitants of Transylvania, 
and of Fiume: also, among Catholics of the Eastern rites. 
All these are exempt, as are all non-Catholics, except those 
who have been baptized in the Church, but have fallen 
away. This decree is not retroactive. (See “Catholic 
Encyclopedia.” Vol. IX—p. 701—‘“Marriage”). So, 
you see it is quite likely your friend, the Kaiser, did not 
“wrest from the Pope” any exception in his favor since 
the Church found various conditions warranting excep- 
tions in many parts of the globe. And, too, your Excel- 
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lency, it’s a big subject, isn’t it? Then, too, on the sub- 
ject of marriage, isn’t the constructive attitude of the 
Church rather wholesome as an offset to the destructive 
processes of divorce outside its influence? 

As to the interchange of pulpit privileges, I fear you 
are peeved in some way. How can it be otherwise with 
us in view of the teaching of the Church that Christ es- 
tablished one Church, not many; that the Church proves 
her continuity and teaches doctrines essentially different? 
Anyway, what has that to do with a civil government 
which guarantees liberty of conscience and worship? 

The “war” you refer to looks like an ugly word and 
reminds me of current news which refers to a war being 
pushed upon us by the same Kaiser’s Government. And 
Mr. Wilson and others of us are not running away from 
it, though we do not want it. If you believe Catholics are 
all you say of them, the wonder is that you as a minister 
of the Gospel are not the first to practise mercy and other 
virtues in order to win their love and support or to be 
won over by them, if the quest of Truth shows you it 
lies rather with them. 

I hope you will recede from the position you ha 
taken, since I have pointed out some errors under which 
you labored. If you were wrong in some of these, isn’t 
it possible you may have been wrong also in others? If 
you are to hold on “till America is free,” let me suggest 
that many of us thought that America has been free some 
140 years or so. I suppose your oratorical flights in 
your letter lifted you off your feet and that your buoy- 
ancy thereupon became somewhat unbalanced. Write 
me more at length next time, and soon; but please tell 
me something of the data of the convent-inspection busi- 
ness. 
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I hope I will still merit your further good-will and 
good-humor, for I am more and more interested. With 
best wishes, I am, 

Yours very truly, 
Francis J. SULLIVAN 


(Readers will doubtless share our regret that the cor- 
respondence ceases here, for it would be interesting to 
know just why a convent-inspection bill is favored by 
the Protestant ex-minister whom the citizens of Florida 
have made their Chief Executive —Ed. Catholic Mind.) 
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The Catholic Church and Billy Sunday 


J. Harpine Fisuer, S.J. 


N the wake of Mr. Sunday’s peregrinations through 
the United States there follows as of course and 
inevitably a theological discussion. Whenever the 
popular preacher sets up his tent or his tabernacle, non- 
Catholics, lay and clerical, all rally round him; Cath- 
olics on the other hand are conspicuous by their absence. 
Divines outside the Church are enthusiastic supporters 
of the itinerant evangelist and urge their congregations 
to frequent his revivals; priests and bishops within the 
Church forbid their flocks to be present at his sermons. 
Catholics who are loyal to the core and who find in the 
voice of their ecclesiastical superiors the expression of 
legitimate authority, acquiesce without protest in the 
decision of their pastors; others are a little restive under 
the prohibition. The consequence is that wherever Mr. 
Sunday preaches, the Church’s position has again to be 
set forth. 

Why may not Catholics attend Mr. Sunday’s sermons? 
The reason is not far to seek. The vulgarity of his 
utterances shocks people of refinement. The familiarity, 
bordering on the blasphemous, with which he speaks of 
the sacred person of Christ, is an affront and an insult 
to Catholic souls that clothe their thoughts and speech 
concerning the God-man with a halo of careful rever- 
ence; they will not take even a passive part in the dis- 
tressing disrespect shown to the Saviour in Mr. Sunday’s 
revivals, nor laugh at his caricatures of Christ and 
Christ’s friends. 
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But over and beyond these reasons there is another 
still more potent. The Catholic Church has forbidden 
her members to attend heretical forms of worship, and 
Mr. Sunday’s services are plainly heretical. Neither of 
these propositions can be called into question. It needs 
therefore but a moment’s reflection to see that Catholics, 
be their personal prepossessions, affiliations and friend- 
ships what they may, have only one course open to them, 
namely, exact obedience to the Church’s command. 

That Mr. Sunday’s services are heretical is so obvious 
that it should need no proof. By his own admission he 
is a Presbyterian, and Presbyterianism is very pro- 
nouncedly heresy. It is permeated with Calvinism, it 
denies the Divine institution and authority of the Hier- 
archy, it repudiates most of the Sacraments altogether, 
and the two, Baptism and Holy Eucharist, which it re- 
tains, it strips of the true character given them by 
Christ. 

It is true that Mr. Sunday carefully avoids the dis- 
cussion of dogmatic subjects; that he confines himself 
almost entirely to denouncing moral abuses and to ad- 
vocating honest, clean standards of conduct; and that he 
sedulously abstains from attacking the Catholic Church. 
Nevertheless he is in open league with Protestant minis- 
ters, he has the unequivocal approval of those who are 
determined enemies of Catholicism. He countenances, 
if he does not personally conduct, Bible classes, in which 
false interpretations of Holy Scripture are given, and in 
which the Sacred Text proposed for study has been in- 
terpolated and corrupted by important omissions. 

Occasionally he slips into dogmatic error; and not only 
does he refrain from any mention of tenets very dear to 
the Catholic heart, such as devotion to the Blessed Vir- 
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gin, but he never says a word in favor of other dogmas 
which are touchstones of Christian orthodoxy. He never 
speaks a word about the Vicar of Christ, the successor 
of the one to whom Our Lord said, “Thou art Peter and 
upon this rock I will build my Church.” Neither his head 
nor his heart is right with the heart of Catholic life, the 
Blessed Sacrament. Indeed one of the striking features 
of his preaching is the fact that, although he insists in 
season and out of season and most vigorously on the 
necessity of accepting Christ, he himself passes over in 
silence, as if they were of no value, those very things 
which are most clearly enunciated and are of supremest 
importance in the teaching of Christ. 

Nor is it only in his omissions that the falsity of Mr. 
Sunday’s position is seen; the whole basis of the re- 
ligion he preaches is wrong. His course of sermons 
demonstrates the fact that he acts on the fundamental 
Protestant assumption, which is the essence of heresy, 
namely, the right of private judgment. He does not 
submit to the canon of the Scriptures or to the sense 
of the Scriptures laid down by the Divinely appointed 
and authorative interpreter of the Word of God. Among 
the Christian doctrines he chooses and rejects at will, 
and in effect, he decides for himself what he shalk 
or shall not hold as integral parts of Divine Revelation. 
And yet with true Protestant inconsistency, he will not 
permit others to do what he does himself. Although he 
assumes the right to disregard as irrelevant the most 
precious part of Christ’s teaching, he is loud in his de- 
nunciation of those who follow his example and reject 
what he sees fit to accept. The Catholic Church is wholly 
in sympathy with his fearless assertion of the Divinity 
of Christ and the existence of hell; but it declares that 











164 CATHOLIC CHURCH AND BILLY SUNDAY 





the foundation of his position is the shifting sands of 
private opinion, not the immovable rock of Divine faith. 
The Church is not much concerned with his lack of logic, 
although fully aware that it is glaringly patent. Her 
quarrel with him goes deeper and has to do with the un- 
stable groundwork on which he builds his faith. 

He professes a kindly feeling for the Catholic Church, 
and he recognizes in her ministrations a strong moral 
force, and of this tolerance, courtesy and sympathy Cath- 
olics are not unmindful; but his religious services are 
emphatically not Catholic, as the whole tenor of his ser- 
mons and his hymn-book abundantly demonstrate. The 
fabric of the Catholic life is made up to a very large ex- 
tent of the use of the Sacraments; but these Divinely 
instituted and ordinary means of grace Mr. Sunday com- 
pletely ignores. His converts profess altogether inade- 
quate Christianity, they do not understand the super- 
natural character of the Christian life, or at most only 
a glimmering of it, they do not accept the entire deposit 
of faith, they do not order their lives according to the 
whole of Revelation, they do not belong to the true 
Church. The most that can be said for them is that they 
are eclectic Christians, and eclecticism in Christianity is 
heresy pure and simple. For Luther, the archheretic 
and for the Reformation, the source of most modern 
heresy, Mr. Sunday has undisguised admiration. 

Mr. Sunday’s sermons are not merely ethical talks of 
a neutral religious character, they are professedly an ex- 
position of Christianity, and their fault lies in the fact 
that they expose a diluted and false form of Christianity. 
It makes no difference that he clings to some of the doc- 
trines of Christ; there are other doctrines that he does 
not accept; still others, for example the theory of con- 
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version, he expounds erroneously. Nor are his services 
saved from an heretical character, because he is evi- 
dently sincere in his efforts to lead men to live up to his 
dim perceptions of Christian truth. All the good-will in 
the world does not alter objective facts, and facts show 
that according to Catholic principles Mr. Sunday’s re- 
ligious services fall under the ban of heresy. 

This being the case the Church forbids Catholics to 
participate in his services. The motive of her action is 
not rabid hatred of Protestants or of Mr. Sunday, as 
some have thought, but an entire and uncompromising 
defense of the integrity of the Faith. For Mr. Sunday 
personally the Catholic Church has no animosity whatso- 
ever. Her opposition is directed against the cause with 
which he is identified. She cannot countenance a false 
form of worship. She is in duty bound to raise her voice 
in protest against any perversion of the religion instituted 
by Christ. It would be intrinsically wrong for her to 
permit her children to give support or approval, even the 
tacit support and constructive approval of mere presence, 
to heresy. The Church is the jealous guardian of the 
whole deposit of faith. She and her members, therefore, 
must stand aloof from Mr. Sunday’s revivals, and by 
their silent protest give testimony to the truth. 

But what is the source of Billy Sunday’s power? That 
he has power, and exerts a strong influence, cannot be 
questioned. What can be their source? 

His power seems to come, in part at least, from a 
transparent earnestness. No one who reads his sermons, 
and much less one who listens to them, can doubt the fact 
that he thinks he has a message, that he is profoundly 
convinced of it, and that he gives it expression with a 
directness and singleness of aim that scorn mere beauty 
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of language and even its ordinary conventions. He has, 
moreover, deeply religious convictions. He believes 
firmly in original sin, the Divinity of Christ, the certainty 
of retribution, the existence of the devil and the neces- 
sity of prayer. What, perhaps, contributes to his power 
as much as anything else is his hatred for sham, his 
knowledge of human weakness, and his intense sympathy 
with his fellow-men. He wants to help them and he is 
able to communicate to them a realization of this desire. 
Homely truths couched in homely terms, often in current 
slang, and always fearlessly, are the staple of his ser- 
mons. In them there is no exegesis, but only a straight- 
forward statement of rather obvious facts and principles 
to which he gives a Scriptural setting. Unfortunately he 
is not always discreet in the way he addresses mixed 
audiences. Except for prayer and faith, the motives and 
the means he suggests are purely natural, but they are 
driven home with such tremendous force that their own 
weight and the manner of their expression seem as a rule 
to carry conviction. Many, no doubt, go to hear him 
out of curiosity, many for the enjoyment of his racy lan- 
guage and his fantastic action, others because they take 
pleasure in his tingling denunciations and his lavish em- 
ployment of abuse; but a great part of his audience, and 
they form the serious-minded part, follow his sermons 
in the expectation and the hope of learning how practi- 
cally to better their manner of life. He himself has been 
“converted,” and professes to be able to help others to 
“conversion.” That he has produced results is undeni- 
able. Thousands “hit the sawdust trail” at his bidding; 
not so much, however, because of that which he says as 
for the way he says it. 

The second and perhaps the principal source of Mr. 
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Sunday’s power is the skill with which he appeals to the 
elemental emotions. Tears and smiles have ever been 
dear to the human race, and Mr. Sunday is no mean 
master of both of them. He makes those who listen to 
him laugh and weep. He sweeps the strings of their 
hearts, he stirs and sways their passions. He often 
awakens in their breasts fear and anger, shame and 
pride, hope and sympathy. He destroys and builds up 
self-respect. And the harrowing of their souls leaves in 
them a sense of righteousness and of a sort of peace. He 
knows the power of music, and he uses it in the beginning 
to put his audience into a sentimental and receptive mood, 
and later to intensify the impression that his words have 
made. And in the end he sends them away aglow with 
the pleasurable sensation that usually accompanies the 
play of deep emotion. If Mr. Sunday entertains and 
pleases, the reason is not far to seek. He has in him a 
touch of real eloquence, and he exercises it in the field 
that affords it amplest scope, the field of sacred oratory. 

The Philadelphia Evening Ledger calls it a “bromide” 
to inquire whether his influence is lasting, but, bromide or 
not, it is a question that ought to be asked. Statistics 
would indicate that a number of his followers do begin 
a reformation in their lives in response to his passionate 
preaching. The strong emotional shock they receive is 
amply sufficient to explain not only why this should be, 
but even why the effect should be at times fairly continu- 
ous. He might even afford the occasion for justification 
because an act of perfect contrition might arise in the 
hearts of some of his hearers, as they listen to his fiery 
denunciation of sin, but this, though conceivable, is not 
likely and, if it happened, would be an accident and not 
a part of his deliberate scheme. In general, however, his 
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influence must necessarily be transitory, and specious 
rather than real. A false religion has no claim on God’s 
assistance, and of course Mr. Sunday’s religion is false. 
But over and beyond this the essential weakness of all 
his efforts is his utter inability to offer supernatural 
means of grace. Naturally he does not recommend the 
Sacraments. Nor has he any legitimate reason for ex- 
pecting the cooperation of the Holy Spirit, of whom he 
speaks with reverence; for he is not in communion with 
the Fountain of Truth, and therefore he is not an ac- 
credited spokesman for Christ, to whom he is much 
attached. In other words, he is not “sent.” His preach- 
ing, therefore, though it may be for some a sort of ex- 
ternal grace and, as has been said, an occasion, too, for 
internal grace, is not an ordinary means of gaining actual 
internal graces. He does well, therefore, to tell Cath- 
olics to go to their priests. The least eloquent of Cath- 
olic priests can do more than he. They are official 
ministers of the Word; he is self-appointed. They are 
Divinely constituted dispensers of things Divine and the 
merits of Jesus Christ, of the ordinary helps to salva- 
tion. Mr. Sunday, when all is said, is only an ardent 
layman who pleads for a better life; he has no credentials 
from on high. His system is something natural, as far 
as any effectiveness of his own goes. To Catholics, 
therefore, it must appear as hopelessly inadequate be- 


cause totally lacking in any power to give the grace of 
God. 
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